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THE FOURTH edit ion of Social 
Entrepreneurship Conclave was 
hosted by XLRI on an online 
plat form in March. SIGMA- oikos, 
the social init iat ive commit tee of 
XLRI, organised the conclave 
under the aegis of Fr Arrupe 
Centre for  Ecology and 
Sustainability (FACES). 

The theme, Rural 
Sustainability for  a Cohesive 
World, invited different  
perspect ives on the future of 
villages and the challenges faced 
by rural India.    Social 
ent repreneurs from across the 
country par t icipated in the 
conclave to discuss their  work 
and learn from each other?s 
exper iences.  The conclave 
provided an ideal plat form for 
young management  graduates to 
exchange ideas and to learn from 
the veterans. 

In his inaugural address Fr. P. 
Chr ist ie, S.J., Director, XLRI, said, 
?Rural development  is key to 
India?s overall social 
development . Social 
ent repreneurs have played a 
signif icant  role in rural 
sustainability, which is a key for  
India?s development . I am happy 
that  the FACES centre has come 
up with a comprehensive act ion 
plan to impact  the lives of the 
poor in the rural areas around us 
in Jharkhand. Many universit ies 

across the world provide us 
models for  making a signif icant  
impact  on the underpr ivileged 
lives by t raining and promot ing 
social ent repreneurs. This 
conclave will provide us an 
opportunity to learn from each 
other and co- create a solut ion 
for  a bet ter equitable, and more 
sustainable society.?

The keynote address was 
delivered by Mr. S. Shivakumar, 
Chairman, Technico Agr i 
Sciences Ltd. and 
Vice- Chairman, ITC Infotech 
India Ltd. Mr. Shivakumar, the 
brain behind ITC e- Choupal, 
discussed the challenges faced 
by marginal farmers and possible 
ways of tackling it . The init iat ive 
e- Chaupal is one of rural India?s 
largest  internet- based 

intervent ions.
 The keynote address was 

followed by a panel discussion 
on Sustaining Rural Livelihoods 
engaged speakers like Santosh 
Parulekar, Co- founder and CEO, 
Pipal Tree, Rashmi Bhart i, 
Co- founder, Avani, and Sanjeev 
Kumar, Co- founder and Advisor, 
The Goat  Trust . 

SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP MEET

Mr  S Shivakumar  del iver s his keynote speech

About  SIGMA-oikos

SIGM A-oikos ,  a 
student-run group,   
focuses on m ak ing 
posi t ive contr ibut ions to 
the com m unity and 
br inging change in  the 
social  sector. 
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XLRI CELEBRATED 
Internat ional Women?s Day by 
set t ing up a Centre for  Gender 
Equality and Inclusive 
Leadership to promote women's 
par t icipat ion in economic 
act ivit ies and to encourage a 
more inclusive workplace. 

XLRI as an inst itut ion has 
always been a pioneer in taking 
up alt ruist ic issues like ethics, 
sustainability and social 
ent repreneurship and 
advocat ing for  their  inclusion in 
the corporate world. A large 
group of established XLRI 
alumni and industry veterans 
have come together to design 
intervent ions that  can have 
signif icant  impact  on working 
women?s life. 

The centre will operate from 
XLRI?s Delhi- NCR campus and 
will be headed by XLRI faculty 
Prof. Shreyashi Chakrabor ty. 
Her pr imary research interests 
are inequalit ies, diversity 
management  pract ices in Indian 
workplaces and career 
exper iences of women 
employees. She has also won the 
Emerald Outstanding Doctoral 
Disser tat ion Award in HRM area 

in 2017.
Comment ing on the current  

state of women par t icipat ion in 
the labour market  Prof. 
Chakrabor ty said, "In September 
2020 the World Economic 
Forum published its 14th Gender 

Par ity Report .  The repor t  was 
alarming. India is at  112th 
posit ion -  a four spot  decline, 
behind several LATAM, 
Car ibbean, middle- eastern, and 
North Afr ican nat ions.  WEF 
repor t  calls out  that  economic 
opportunit ies for  women are 

ext remely limited in India (149th 
rank) at  just  35.4 , followed only 
by Pakistan, Yemen, Syr ia, and 
Iraq."

Prof. Chakrabor ty fur ther 
added, "We at  XLRI are 
commit ted to the cause of 
inclusion of women in all 
spheres of life. Our work 
towards making the nat ion a 
more equitable society will be 
intensif ied through this centre."

Fr. P. Chr ist ie S.J., Director, 
XLRI, said, "Our goal is to 
promote par t icipat ion of women 
in the workforce within the next  
f ive to ten years through 
st rategic and broad- based 
intervent ions. As a f irst  step, we 
are set t ing up the Centre for  
Gender Equality and Inclusive 
Leadership." Interest ingly, 
Jesuits as an order decided to 
focus on women empowerment  
as early as in 1995 (more than 25 
years ago)." 

He fur ther added, "The 
alumni of our inst itute have 
done exemplary work in 
br inging this init iat ive to 
fruit ion and establishing the 
centre." 

XLRI students

NEW CENTRE FOR GENDER EQUALITY 
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W e at XLRI are 
com m itted to the 
cause of inclusion of 
wom en in  al l  spheres 
of l i fe. Our  work  
towards m ak ing the 
nat ion a m ore 
equi table society wi l l  
be in tensi f ied through 
th is centre

Prof. Shreyashi Chakrabor ty,
XLRI
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VIRTUAL INTERACTIVE SESSION WITH DR. ASWATH DAMODARAN

THE PGDM(GM) batch of XLRI in associat ion with 
Kaut ilya Consult  Club recent ly organized an 
exclusive vir tual interact ive session with Dr. 
Aswath Damodaran, Professor of Finance at  NYU 
Stern School of Business, on the philosophy and 
craft  of valuat ion in corporate f inance.  The topic 
for  the interact ive session was How Will Valuat ion 
Change in the 21st Century? 

Prof. Damodaran, aka Wall St reet 's Dean of 
Valuat ion, is a well- known name in the f ield of 
corporate f inance and valuat ion. He is the 
Kerschner Family Chair  in Finance Educat ion and 

author of some of the widely used B- school 
textbooks across India.

He talked about  how valuat ion init ially wasn't  even 
considered a separate subject , but  he star ted 
teaching the class out  of his personal interest . 
?Everything I know about  valuat ion came from 
teaching this class," he said, also adding that  it  was 
while valuing Amazon that  he actually understood 
the int r icacies of the topic. "Valuat ion is neither an 
ar t  nor a science. It  is a craft ." Prof. Damodaran 
emphasised that  the craft  of valuat ion can be 
honed and worked upon.

XLRI HOSTED its annual cultural, 
spor ts and management  fest ival 
Ensemble-Valhalla 2021. The 
theme for this year 's vir tual fest  
was Escapade?A New Journey 
Awaits. Through Escapade the 
par t icipants were encouraged to 
overcome the monotony of life 
and to dar ingly take off on a 
journey of adventure and thr ill.

The inst itute had merged two 
of its f lagship fest ivals, Ensemble 
and Valhalla, in 2017 to create a 
single mega event . While 
Ensemble promotes business 
sense and logic, Valhalla 
celebrates cultural ext ravaganza 
that  salutes spor tsmanship, 
creat ivity and passion.

In his inaugural speech chief 
guest , Mr. Sachin Pilot , a Congress 
leader, said, ?I cher ish my college 
days the most . Please make no 
mistake, I enjoy my job, and I 
think I am decent  at  it , but  the 
on- campus feeling, working with 
fr iends, the ecosystem at  inst itute 
that  you want  to be, all the effor t  
and hard work that  goes into 
achieving your immediate target  is 
so fulf illing, and once you are on 

the campus, besides studying, 
there are so many other act ivit ies 
that  shapes a personality.?

One of the highlights of the fest  
was the Idea Summit , where 
well- known personalit ies from 
f ilm and television sector 
including Imt iaz Ali, Rajat  Sharma 
and Mithila Palkar were invited to 
share their  exper iences. Ali Fazal, 
Harshita Gaur, Anjum Sharma and 
Puneet  Kr ishna of Mirzapur fame 
were also present  at  the vir tual 
summit . 

The f irst  day of the fest ival saw 
massive par t icipat ion in var ious 
business compet it ions like 
Societas, Pandemonium, Tycoon?s 
Gambit , Helios and The Next  Gen 
Leader. Par t icipants also had the 
opportunity to bat t le it  out  in fun 
and creat ive sessions like JAM, 
TimeTurner and AdMad. 

Professional singers like Ankit  
Tiwar i and Bhuwin Khursija 
performed dur ing the fest ival. 
The fest  concluded with singer 
KK?s melodious performance. 

ENSEMBLE-VALHALLA 2021    

A poster  of Ensemble-Valhal la fest
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INTERACTIVE SESSION WITH MANISH GUPTA

 THE PGDM(BM) students of XLRI, 
Delhi- NCR campus, had an informat ive 
session with Mr. Manish Gupta, Sales 
Director, Reckit t  Benckiser. Mr Gupta, 
an XLRI alumni of 1995 batch, spoke on 

the topic Route to Market ing. He 
explained the var ious modes of 

dist r ibut ion in the FMCG sector and 
insisted on explor ing the opportunit ies 

ahead.  

WOMEN'S DAY CELEBRATIONS    

The PGDM(GM) bat ch of XLRI celebr ated t he Inter nat ional Women's Day wi t h vibr ancy and enthusiasm  
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Vineet Sharma
Beer giant AB InBev appointed Vineet  Sharm a, 
XLRI?2010, as VP, Marketing and New Business 
Development for South Asia.

KPMG elevated Rupesh Tr ipat hi, 
XLRI'2001 as Partner and Head of People

Rupesh Tripathi

Otem Dai 

ZEE5 India appointed  
Manish Kalra, XLRI'2001, 
as Chief Business Officer. 

Manish Kalra

Ot em  Dai, XLRI'1985, was appointed as  
Secretary, Central Vigilance Commission.

Anabel Benjamin Bara
Anabel Benjam in Bara, XLRI? 
2016, was selected by 
UNESCO to represent Asia for 
the Global Task Force of 
International Decades of 
Indigenous Languages (IDIL) 
2022-2032.

Angira Agrawal, 
XLRI'1996, joined Skylo as 
Chief Operating Officer.

Angira Agrawal

Amar Babu

Am ar  Babu, XLRI'1989 
appointed as Lenovo Asia 
Pacific Business Chief
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